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	Memorandum 

	Date: 
	August 18, 2008

	To: 
	Tim Reuwsaat, Medford District Manager, Bureau of Land Management

	From: 
	/s/ Debbie Pietrzak, REO Representative 

	Subject: 
	Regional Ecosystem Office Review of Double Prentice 100-acre LSR Assessment


Summary:  The Regional Ecosystem Office (REO) interagency Late-Successional Reserve (LSR) Work Group has concluded its review of the Double Prentice 100-acre Late-Successional Reserve Assessment (LSRA).  The REO finds that the LSRA provides a sufficient framework and context for future projects and activities within the LSR.  The LSRA described a risk reduction and restoration treatment to address 35 acres of blowdown that occurred this year in this LSR, which the REO also reviewed.  The REO concurs with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Medford District in its finding of consistency with the Standards and Guidelines (S&Gs) under the Northwest Forest Plan (NWFP) for treating recent blowdown within the Double Prentice LSRA.

Basis for the review:  Under the S&Gs for the NWFP, a management assessment should be prepared for each large LSR (or group of smaller LSRs) before habitat manipulation activities are designed and implemented (S&Gs, p. C-11).  As stated in the S&Gs, these assessments are subject to REO review.  In accordance with this direction, the review of the Double Prentice LSRA focused on whether the assessment contains sufficient information and analysis to provide a framework and context for making future decisions on projects and activities.  The eight specific subject areas that an assessment should generally include are found in the NWFP. 

Silviculture, risk reduction, and salvage treatments in LSRs are also subject to REO review under the NWFP S&Gs (pp. C-12 to C-15).   Specifically, the treatment to remove blowdown was reviewed under the risk reduction S&Gs (pp. C-12, 13).

Scope of the Assessment and Project Description:  The Double Prentice LSRA addresses management in a 100-acre LSR established around a spotted owl activity center known as of January 1, 1994 (S&Gs, pp. C-10, 11).  The LSR lies within a checkerboard ownership pattern with surrounding private timberlands managed on a short rotation that is expected to provide little and limited habitat, making the late-successional condition a rare habitat within the general area.  The white fir plant series dominates the LSR and surrounding area, and the dominant overstory tree species is Douglas-fir with lesser amounts of white fir, sugar pine, ponderosa pine and incense cedar.  The only proposed activities described within the LSRA were those related to treatment of the recent blowdown to reduce the risk of loss of the remaining late-successional stand to fire or insects.

The proposed project would treat 35 acres of previously late-successional habitat that blew down in a January 2008 windstorm.  The current condition in the treatment unit is less than 20% canopy cover, and 40-95% of the ground is covered with windthrown trees.  While blowdown patches occur throughout the remaining 65 acres of the LSR, with canopy cover in some patches as low as 40%, these areas would not be treated.

Treatment objectives are to:

· Reduce or control the spread of Douglas-fir bark beetle and flat-headed wood borer beetles from dead trees into adjacent healthy forest and late-successional habitat.

· Reduce the risk of high intensity fire in the event of a wildfire.

· Increase the rate of recovery of new seedlings where pockets of windthrown trees would impede establishment of seedlings in severe blowdown areas.
Treatment would only occur in the 35 acres of the LSR that experienced severe blowdown.  Only windthrown trees would be removed.  All standing trees would be retained; any trees felled as a hazard would remain on site.  All coarse woody debris occurring on site before the blowdown would be retained, as would all woody material greater than 12 inches diameter and less than 12 feet long.  Material less than 9 inches diameter would be piled and burned to reduce fire spread.  A minimum of 3% cover of coarse woody debris would be retained in the following condition categories:

· Retain 1% minimum cover of windthrown trees (decay class 1) greater than or equal to 20 inches diameter and greater than or equal to 20 feet long.
· Retain 1% minimum cover of decay class 1-4 logs greater than or equal to 20 inches diameter and greater than or equal to 20 feet long.

· Retain 1% minimum cover of logs greater than or equal to 12 inches diameter and greater than or equal to 12 feet long.

· Where down wood is not available to meet one of the above 3 condition categories, additional down wood from a different retention category will be left to meet a minimum of 3%. 

Reforestation of the site will occur with a mix of species that reflect the species composition of the existing stand (Douglas-fir, sugar pine, ponderosa pine, incense cedar).  Replanting would occur in natural patterns with microsite emphasis (planting next to logs, stumps, etc.) to enhance structural diversity, accelerate the development of late-successional tree characteristics and provide a diversity of habitats for a variety of plants and animals.

Review of the LSRA and project:  The work group reviewed the final LSRA and project description, dated August 14, 2008 (Late-successional Reserve Assessment:  Double Prentice 100-acre Spotted Owl Activity Center Master Site No. 3256).  The work group also met with personnel from the Medford District on July 15, 2008.  The LSRA was reviewed for consistency with the S&Gs for preparation of LSRAs (p. C-11).
In addition, the treatment described in the LSRA to reduce the risk of large-scale disturbance as a result of blowdown earlier this year was also reviewed for consistency with the S&Gs to reduce risks of large-scale disturbance (pp. C-12, 13).  The interagency LSR Work Group review concluded that the proposed treatment in the LSR meets the objectives and S&Gs for managing LSRs.  This conclusion was reached in part for the following reasons:
· The remaining 65 acres of late-successional habitat in the Double Prentice LSR is deemed especially valuable because it is a unique feature located within a checkerboard ownership pattern with surrounding private timberlands managed on a short rotation that is expected to provide little and limited habitat.  Loss of all or a portion of this remaining habitat from insects or fire would have a greater overall impact on old growth and late-successional associated species than would be expected from losing a similar sized area located within contiguous federal lands managed under the NWFP S&Gs.  The LSR continues to support a breeding pair of northern spotted owls even after the blowdown.

· While fuels reduction will occur outside of the LSR to reduce the risk of fire entering it, there is still the concern of additional loss of standing green trees to insects due to the increased brood habitat from the blowdown.  Further loss of standing trees to such a rare, isolated feature on the landscape is not acceptable under these circumstances.  Furthermore, any fire that would move into the LSR or start in the LSR is expected to burn under the current fuel conditions with high severities that would substantially delay revegetation of the site due to lethal heating of the soil under and adjacent to remaining logs.  Target large wood amounts would still be expected to burn at high severities if ignited, but the lethal soil temperatures would be limited to a smaller portion of the LSR, while still providing down wood for wildlife and plant species. 

· Revegetation is designed to enhance structural diversity, accelerate the development of late-successional tree characteristics and provide a diversity of habitats for a variety of plants and animals.

Conclusion and Findings:  Based upon a review of relevant documentation and discussions with Medford District staff, the REO concludes that the Double Prentice 100-acre LSRA (August 14, 2008) provides a sufficient framework and context for decision makers to proceed with project development and analysis.  In addition, we concur with the District that the proposed treatment of blowdown as described in the LSRA is consistent with the risk reduction standards and guidelines found in the NWFP. 

If you have questions regarding this review, please contact Kim Mellen-McLean, LSR Work Group Chair at 503-808-2677.
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