

2
Bill Gamble, District Ranger, Diamond Lake Ranger District
Oak Flats Restoration Project, Diamond Lake Ranger District, Umpqua NF         		
	Regional Ecosystem Office
333 SW 1st     P.O. Box 3623
Portland, Oregon  97208-3623
Website:  www.reo.gov     
     

	
	MEMORANDUM 

	DATE: 
	July 18, 2011

	TO: 
	Bill Gamble, District Ranger, Diamond Lake Ranger District

	FROM: 
	Michael Hampton, Forest Service Representative to the REO

	SUBJECT: 
	Regional Ecosystem Office Review of  the Oak Flats Restoration Project, Diamond Lake Ranger District, Umpqua National Forest



Summary:  
The Regional Ecosystem Office (REO) interagency Late-Successional Reserve (LSR) Work Group has concluded its review of the documents provided by the Umpqua National Forest.  You asked us to review a proposed oak restoration project in which a portion occurs within Late Successional Reserve (LSR) 222 within the Umpqua National Forest. The REO, based upon review by the LSR Work Group, concurs with the Forest in its finding of consistency with the Standards and Guidelines (S&G) under the Northwest Forest Plan (NWFP) for the Oak Flats Restoration Project.

Basis for the Review:   
The Oak Flats Restoration Project is needed to restore and maintain the unique oak/pine savannah vegetation communities and associated wildlife habitats historically promoted and maintained by a low intensity, high frequency, fire regime.  These habitats occupy less than 1% of the Late Successional Reserve network and are considered important for maintaining diversity across the landscape.  The district requested REO review of the project to provide concurrence that this project is consistent with the NWFP Standards and Guidelines for Multiple-Use Activities Other Than Silviculture include Habitat Improvement Projects (C-17).   The LSR Workgroup reviewed the project to determine if the activities are consistent to provide late-successional habitat benefits, or if their effect on late-successional associated species is negligible.  As required by the NWFP S&G (C-11), the Forest has prepared a Late-Successional Reserve Assessment (LSR assessment). 

The 1998 South Cascades Late-Successional Reserve Assessment (SCLSRA) (LSR 222), under the Meadow and Special Habitat Maintenance heading, states “Management activities will be implemented to maintain these openings.  Prescribed fire and manual or mechanical clearing are appropriate treatments to curtail tree encroachment.”  Table 44 identified up to 400 acres within the Oregon White Oak series in LSR 222 for treatment. The language under the Meadow and Special Habitat Maintenance category focuses specifically on the Oregon White Oak Plant Series, in the case of Oak Flats.  However, the oak/pine savannah prescription in this project is also proposed for the Douglas-fir Plant Series, within stands that currently have an Oregon white oak and ponderosa pine component that are in decline due to the encroachment of 60-80 year old Douglas-fir.  The Umpqua National Forest, Diamond Lake Ranger District believes this still meets the intent of the SCLSRA.




Background and Project Description:  
Oak Flats is located on the Diamond Lake Ranger District, Copeland Creek 6th field watershed, Lower Copeland Creek 7th field watershed, within Late Successional Reserve (LSR) 222.  Open oak/pine habitat is the main desired condition for this project. Today, oak/pine savannah habitat has been reduced to small isolated pockets, and open ponderosa pine forest has essentially been eliminated, due to fire suppression beginning in the 1930’s.  Many of the stands within Oak Flats are now dominated by 60-80 year old Douglas-fir that is shading out the Oregon white oak, sugar pine, and ponderosa pine.  Today, late successional habitat (>80 years) occupies approximately 64% of the Copeland Creek subwatershed.

The District is proposing prescribed underburning and pile burns, in combination with thinning to meet short and long term objectives of maintaining the open oak/pine stand.  Alternative 2 identifies 147 acres of mechanical treatment/prescribed fire, where only trees <24 inches DBH will be harvested, and 178 acres of prescribed fire only. Alternative 3 identifies 125 acres of mechanical treatment/prescribed fire, where only trees <24 inches DBH will be harvested, and 178 acres of prescribed fire only. Under Alternative 2, 88.4 acres would be converted from mid-late successional habitat to early successional habitat.   Under Alternative 3, 66.1 acres would be converted from mid-late successional habitat to early successional habitat.  This would result in a less than a 0.4% increase in early successional habitat and a less than a 0.4% decrease in late successional habitat.

Review of the Project: 
The LSR Work Group reviewed the proposed action for the Oak Flats Restoration Project. The interagency LSR Work Group review concluded that the proposed treatment in the LSR meets the objectives for managing LSRs.  This conclusion was reached in part for the following reasons:
· The project is consistent with Standard and Guidelines for Habitat Improvement Projects (C-17) in that “the effect to late successional associated species is negligible” and the project is consistent with the goal to “maintain biological diversity associated with native species” (B-1).
· The project complies with the South Cascades LSR Assessment objectives of providing diverse vegetation structure and pattern (p. 114 of LSR Assessment) and implements the objective of "maintaining special habitats that have been declining due to fire exclusion" (p. 149 of LSR Assessment).
· The language under the Meadow and Special Habitat Maintenance category focuses specifically on the Oregon White Oak Plant Series.  Extending the oak/pine savannah prescription in this project to stands in the Douglas-fir Plant Series with characteristics similar to the Oregon White Oak Plant Series meets the intent of the Meadow and Special Habitat Maintenance category in the SCLSRA.
· Acres to be treated do not exceed the 400 acres of treatments identified in the SCLSRA. 
								
Conclusion:  
Based on the interagency REO LSR Work Group’s review of relevant documentation and discussion with Diamond Lake District staff, the REO concurs with the Umpqua National Forest’s conclusion that the Oak Flats Restoration Project on the Diamond Lake Ranger District is consistent with the Northwest Forest Plan.


If you have questions regarding this review, please contact Kim Mellen-McLean at 503-808-2677.




/s/ Michael Hampton
MICHAEL HAMPTON
Forest Service Representative to the REO

cc: Debbie Pietrzak, BLM
Kim Mellen-McLean, LSR Workgroup, FS
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